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O-y- We have the pleasure to announce to our read-i are, Dan. xti 2, * And many of them that sleep in the 


oo! ~ r ie 
the spirit of persecution, shall be forever extinguished, 


ers, anew work, recenthy from Liverpool, Eng. con- | dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life,; and pure and undefiled religion in its spirit and in its 


taining a course of lectures, by Rev. George Harris, a 
Unitarian minister of that city. By the following ex- 
tract from his 1Uth lveture, it appears that Unitarianism 


ip England is identified with Universal Salvation 


© T shall, in the 3d place, examine the passages sup- 
posed to prove the trnth of the doctrine of eternal tor 
ments. The first passage is Mat. xxv 4€, * And these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righ- 
teous into life eternal.’ Great stress is laid upon this 
passage, by the advocates of this doctrine, hecauce in 
the original the same word is nsed both with respect to 
the future happiness of the righteous and the future mis- 
erv of the wicked. But I conceive that no solid argu- 
ment can he drawn from the application of the s»me 
word to diferent things, to prove their endless contin- 
Hah. ii 16. 
stood he beheld end 
asunder the nations, and the everlasting moun- 
and the perpetual hills did bow, 
I ask then, 


unless their nature ts the same. 


earth; 


mance, 
‘ He 


drove 


measured the 


and 


fuins were scattered, 


his ways are everlasting.’ are the moun- 


tains everlasting in the same sense in which the ways of 


God ere? Js it not clear that in this very text the ways 
of God are spoken of as being ofa different nature from 
uhich hills 

but the same word is applied to both. 


the mountains were senttered? and the 


which did how ? 
Jean. xxxiii 14, * The sinners in Zion are afraid, fearful- 
hath surprised the 


dwell 


ness hypocrites, who among us 
ehall 


-hall diwell with everlasting burmings ?’ 


with the devouring fire? who among us 
The translation 
of this passage, as given by Bishop Lowth, is as fol 


ovsi— 


The sinners in Zion are struck witb dread, 
Terror hath seized the hypocrites, 
Who among us can ubice this consuming fire, 


Who among us can abide these continued burnings. 


Aj he 
eked Jews, while under fearful apprehensions of the 
lesajation « If this be 


ibe sense, and the context strongly pleads for it, then 


f their country, by Senacherib. 


the words have no reference to future punishment, and 

have another passage less in our translation, in 
which the word everlasting is connected with future 
misery. Indeed the original word which is here ren- 
dered everlasting strictly implies hidden, and when 
connected with 
eternal duration. 
have quoted, has taken this passage for his text, know- 


its sound would have a great effect on the 


time it meansa hidden, but not an 
} 


Though the author of the sermon ! 


ing that 
minds of his audience as itis the only passage through- 


out the bible, which seems to assert the doctrine of 


eternal torments, yet in a note he hes these words — 
‘Though it is probable that the words of the text bave 
reference to future and eternal, as we!) as to present 
aud temporary misery, yet there is not that certwinty as 
to the true application of the passage which would jus- 
tify its being adduced im proof of ihe doctrine we main- 
tain.’* 

‘ The remaining passages in favor of eternal torments, 
——— , 

* The answer to the question, ** who shall dwell,” 
&c. evidently shows that it must refer to the then pre- 
een{ circuiastances of the people of Israel, see v. 15 16 
He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly, 
Ge. he shall dwell on high, his place of defence shall 
be the munition of rocks. The sinners may indeed be 
afraid, and the hypocrites be srized with alarm, but fear 
and diemay shal! not reach the heart of the upright. 


Mat. 
xvii 8, * Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot canse thee to 
offend, cut them off and cast them from thee; it is bet- 


and some to shame and everlasting contempt.’ 


power, shall every where prevail, and produce univer- 
| sal peace and harmony and happiness. This is the true 
coming of Christ. And to the promise of his speedy 


| ter for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather| appearance for these glorious purposes, what benevo- 


than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into ever- 
lasting fire.” Mat. xxv 41, * Then shail he say also to 


them on the left hand, depart from me ye cursed into 


| 
| lent heart can refuse 4o adopt the response of the pre- 
| phet, Amen, come Lord Jesus, come quickly. 

| ‘*In the account of the preaching of the postles, in 


; ess : | , , : 
peverlasting fre, prepared for the devil and his angels.’| vain will the words everlasting and eternal, as applied 





' 


( 
| 


; ; | supposed. 
fupposes this text to be the language of the |° PP* 


Mark ii) 29, * But he that chall blaspheme against the! 


to future punishment, be sought in all their discourses 


' 


Holy Ghost, hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of | which are put upon record, from the beginning to the 


2 Thes.i1 78 9, * The Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, 


eternal damnation.’ 


in flaming fire, (aking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Je- 


sus Christ, who shail be punished with everlasting de- | 
struction, from the presence of the Lord, and from the | 


, 


glory of his power.’ Rev. xiv 11, * The emoke of their 
torment goeth up forever and ever. 
devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire 
and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet 
are, and shall he tormented day and night for ever and 
ever.’ 2 Peter it 17, * To whom the mist of darkness 
Jude 13, * To whom the black- 
ness of darkness ts reserved forever. Jude 67. And 
the angels which kept not their first estate, but left 


their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting 


is reserved forever.’ 


chains under darkness, unto the judgment of the great 
day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities a- 
bout them, in like manner giving themselves over to 
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth 
for an example, suffering the vengeange of eternal 
fire.’* 

66 These, I 


in which the terms everlasting and eternal sre used in 


veliewe, are all the passages in the bible 
relation to future punishment, and it is obvious that 
they are very few compared with what is commonly 
From the frequency with which they are 
generolly repeated, persons imagine that the bible is 
full of expressions of this sort, yet they occur twice on- 


ly in the Old Testament; in the one passage only ever- 


lasting contempt, not torment, is spoken of, and the] 


tther docs not In the 


ese expressions are not to be fond, 


relate to future ponishment. 
o spel of Luke th 

and they occur but once in that of Mark. 
the John does not once employ them, either in his gos- 


And with respect to the passages 


‘The apos- 


pel er in his ep stles, 
quoted from the Revelation, they refer merely to the 


fall of spiritual Babylon; the words are a quotation 


frow Isaiah xxxiv 9 10, * And the streams thereof shall! 


be turned into piteh, and the dust thereof into brim- 
stone, and the Jand thereof -ball become burning pitch, 
it shall not be quenched night nor day, the smoke there- 
of shall go up for ever, from generation to generation, 


it shall lie waste, none shall pass through it, for ever! 


und ever.’ ‘These are expressions which are much 
stronger than any applied to future punishment, yet 
And there- 


fore from the sitmiiar expressions contained in the book 


they are even now all brought to an end. 


of Revelation, when viewed jn connexion with the oth- 


er parts of that book, the following glorious inference 


appears to be decducible ; that all the corruptions of the 
christisn religion, as wel) as all beathen idolatry, and 





* }t appears from history that the remains of the ci- 
ties of Sodom and Gomorrah were burning after the a- 
postolic age. lhe writers of that age might then, with 
very great propricty, say, they were suffering the ven- 


'geance of aivnion, or age-lasting fire. 


xx 10. And the | 


| end of the book of the Acts, no such phrase occurs. ~ 

Though the writings of the apostte Paul form so large a 
portion of the New Testament, yet he never uses any 
‘language of this kind, except in one single instance, 
and then his expression is, everlasting destruction, — 
Such words are no where to be found in the epistle of 
James, and there is only one similar expression in the 
These are strong and striking facts 
| which are well worthy the serious consideration of eve- 
| ry intelligent being. The proper meaning of these ex 
pressions in the bible is age and age-lasting. 





epistles of Peter. 


Thus we 
have a rational conception of the ages that are past, of 
the age which now exists, and of the ages to come.— 
We can very well conceive of the age-lasting cove- 
nants which continued doring the Jewish age; the age 
| lasting hills which shall continue during the age of the 
world; the age-lasting gospel which shall continue te 
be preached during those ages in which the Mediator 
shall be subjecting all things to hinself, and reconciling 
all things to the Father, who eventually shall be all in 
all. But if we take the words everlasting and eternal, 





to mean what they are now commonly supposed to im- 
ply, we shall indeed make a strange disfigurement of 
the scriptures of truth. We should then see that an 
| bundred years is an eferni/y ; a man’s frail life is an 
| elerni(y; a dispensation of providence long or short, is 
There are efernilies past; an elernity now 





ian elernily. 


existing; and when this efernify is ended, there are 
generations and e/ernities to come; and there are efer- 
| nal things that have long ago come to an end. 
‘** Betore the doctrine of the final happiness, the hap- 
| piness of every individual of the human race, can be 
proved untrue, the advocates of the opposite doctrine 
of eternal torments, will have to prove, 
| ** ist. That God did not create his rationa) creatures 
for his pleasure; or, that he will be disoppointed in his 
/end respecting them; or, that hie pleasure is their eter- 
‘nal damnation or eternal death. 
} $8 Od, They will have to prove that God who is love 
‘never did Jove all his creatures, or that he is changea- 
‘ble in his nature, and will eternally hate thoce whom he 
once loved, No part of this will apply to the doctrine 
of Universal Restoration, for that teaches, as the scrip- 
tures do, that God is good to all, and that his tender 
mercies are over all his works. 

“ 3d, That when God said to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, severally, in thee and in thy seed shall all na- 
tions, all kindreds, all families of the earth, be blessed, 
he meant, only one individual, perhaps in a thousand, 
among the different nations, kindreds, and families of 


the earth. 
‘* 4th. They have to prove that though Christ is said 


to have died for the world, the whole world, for all and 
for every man, yet that the world will not ultimately be 
venefitted by his death. And, 

“5th. Though we are informed, that Christ shall 
reign till he bath put all enemies under his feet; till all 
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things are subdued unto himself ; till every knee bow 
to him, of things in heaven, in earth, and under the 
earth; till he has made all things new ; till there shall 
be no more curse; till the times of restitution of all 
things ; the advocates for the doctrines of endless tor- 
ments, and of limited punishment terminated by de- 
struction, will have all these to contradict and disprove. 
And when they have accomplished that, and have prov- 


ed their authority, thus to reverse the scriptures, they 
will then, but not till then, have overthrown the coc- 


trine of the final happiness of all men. 


‘¢ Thus have I endeavored to lay before you the ar- 
guments, both from reason and scripture, against the 
The passages which are 


doctrine of eternal torments. 


works; then their happiness commences on the good- 


ness and mercy of God. On the other hand, those 


who have done evil, will be miserable unti] they have. 


finished their store of iniquity; and after they have 
done this, they are on equa) ground to be made happy 
by the goodness and mercy of God, with those, who 
did good. If this be true, of what utility, was the corn- 
ing of Christ into the world, to the children of men?— 


ers upon the grass.”? 


Perhaps they may say, that doing good in this world has 
nothing to do with our happiness in the invisible world. 
Admitting this to be the case, will evil works in this 
world produce misery in the eternal world? It is an 
old saying, and a true one, that it is a poor rule, that 
will not work both ways. The resurrection of the dead 





produced in its favor, as you have seen, are capable of; spoken of in 1 Cor. xv. is @ resurrectioh to immortality 
an easy and rational explanation, while those in favor of and incorr uption ; as may be seen in the 52d and 53d 
the ultimate bappiness of all men, possess no meaning, | | verses, ‘* And the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 


are in fact not true, if that doctrine be incorrect. ‘The and we shal] be changed. 


For this corruptible must , 


make unto all people a feast of fat things.” 








the smal] rain wpon the tender herb, “and | as the show- 
What drops more impartially 
Can you tell who the self-styled elect 
“ing on their lends to see if the rain drops 


than the rain? 
are by looi 


| there more than any where else? No--if you cannot find 


them out any other way, you never will know them. 
Can you tell who believers are by looking at the dew 
which distils around their dwellings? Do you find it here 
more than any whereelse? No; t 
benefits all. It is so with the true doctrine, which is 
impartial— God’s promises comprehend all. ‘* In thee 
shall ai! nations be blessed,’ says God to Abraham 
Isaiah says, ** in this mountain shall the Lord of Hosts 


for it is impartial: it 


This is im 
partiality, and what makes the truth good. Our Sa 
| viour, when on the earth, declared God to be an im 


' partial Being, by saying, ‘* he maketh his sun to rise on 


the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just, 


time will not now permit me to enter irto a description | put on ee and thi$ mortal must put on im- | and on the unjust.”? As Godis an impartial Being, his 


of the excellent practical consequences of which the 
doctrine of the ultimate happiness of al] men is neces- | 


mortality.” Now is it consistent with divine wisdom, | 


| doctrine e, partaking of his qualities, is so also. Anim 


after man is raised to a state incorruptible and immor- | parti i] Being never conducts in a partial manner: “ 


sarily productive. Those I shall detail in my next lec- tal, to pass a sentence which destines man to tbe same, his words and actions are evident demonstrations of 


ture, which will be on the comparison of the practical | state from which he was raised, and renders him again | impartiality. Now 


tendency of Unitarianism and Trinitarianism.”” 
rr Co 
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REPLY TO PETER. 


Sir,—If I understand you, you contend that the death, 


subject to death? If this be true, man is liable to un- 
dergo three deaths, which is one more, than the scrip- 
tures give us any account of. First, a death tosin; 

secondly, a death temporal; and thirdly, after he has 
| become the second time corruptible, mortal, and sub- 
ject to sin and misery. ‘To me this idea appears erro- 
neous, for certainly a man must be divested of all sin 
land misery, before he can become incorruptible, and 





which is the wages of sin, of which the apostle speaks | ‘immortal; and if so, does God delight so much in sin | 
in Rom. vi 21--23, as A a ; ** What fruit had ye! |and misery, as he will cause man to return as a dog to 
then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed, for | his vomit, or a washed sow to the wallowing in the 
the end of those things is death—For the wages of sin mire, after he has become thus perfect? Furthermore, 


is death,” is the same death of which he speaks in the 


8, 9, 10, 11 verses of the same chapter, which speak | tion, because | know of nothing for which a man should | larly situated. 


J see no probability of a judgment after the resurrec- 


thus of death; “Jf we be dead with Christ—Knowing | be jodged, after he bas arisen to an incorruptible state. 


that Christ being raised from the dead, dielh no more ; Now when does man enter an immortal, and incorrup- | them to be cast off forever. 


death hath no more dominion over him—For in that he | 
died, he died unto sin once—Likewise reckon ye also 


yourselves to be dead indeed untosin.” If you are cor- 


rect in this opinion, then it follows, that the death |i 


which is the wages of sin is the death which frees the 
sinner from sin, ‘‘ for he that is dead is freed from sin ‘”’ 
I am not of this opinion. I think that the death which 
is the wages of sin, is the dea/h of which the same apos- 
tle speaks to the Ephesians ; see chapter 2, verses 4 5 
‘* But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ.” By being 
dead in sin and by being dead to sin, ! do not think 
tbat St. Paul means the same. However, if you cas 
show that I am incorrect in this, 1 will adopt your opin- 
ion. H. BALLOU. 


aD | ae 
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To the Editors of the Magazine, 


I have of late been an attentive reader of your pa- 
per, and by it, ] perceive that there are some who call 
themselves Universaliste, that attempt to vindicate the 
idea of punishment in the future worl! ; for this pur- 
pose, they adduce the 1 Cor. xv. and inform us, that at 
the resurrection there spoken of, those who have left 
this world, wi)] then be raised, and be judged accord- 
ing to their works in this temporal state of being.— 


Those who have done good, are then to receive their|i 


reward; and those who have done evil their punish- 
ment; but this punishment is not to be eternal. Then, 
1 would ask, is the reward for doing good to be eternal ? 
If the answer be yes; | would again ask, whether the 
punishment of doing evil is not eternal ? If the answers 
be no; then it appears that after the resurrection, those 
that have done good, will enjoy felicity in the future 
world, until they have exhausted their fund of good 


,|in a state of immortality, and incorruption as is possible 


| tible state, if not immediately after the temporal death ? 


perience death, it is admitting the doctrine of annihila- 
tion to be true. Then if there is nothing to experience | 
death, after the death of the body, why is not the spir- 
it of man, (being disencumbered of mortality) as much 





We read of the body’s returning to the dust as it was 
(and the spirit to God who gave it. But no where do 
we read of the spirit’s going to a place of torment after 


its separation from the body. N. W. 
—P 0:0 ae 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Short Sermons... No. I. 


‘* I give you good doctrine.”—-Prov. iv 2 


~* 


It is well known that good and bad doctrines are 
zealously advocated. Men of every sentiment cry 
‘** our doctrine is true, and yours is false.” How im- 
portant, is it, then, that we should have a criterion 
which will enable us to judge rightly ! 

One distinguishing characteristic, which manifests 
the goodness of true doctrine is— 

Impartiality. This is good, and what all good men 
love. The scriptires recognize this principle as exist- 
ing in God; for they say, he is *‘n6 respecter of per- 
sons.” James says, ‘the wisdom that is from abore, 
is without partialily..’ No one wil] dispute that this is 
good, and all good men in their dealings act upon 
this principle. A wise parent, in the government 
of his children, deals with them impartially. He 
does no better by one than anotber. This wisdom 
is without partiality. Moses says, ‘* My doctrine shall 





drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as 


fare good; and first, the doctrine of everlasting mi 





Is there any thing subject to death, besides the body, | 
after the body is dead ? I presume the answer will be | 
in the negative ; for if it is said, that the spirit can ex- these doctrines acknowledge that they are not good by 


.| is God’s impartial, unbounded salvation. 





y any doctrine that is not possessed 
of this divine quality is not good, and consequently not 
true. The doctrine which we have from heaven is good, 
| Now I hope we may be permitted to inquire concernit 
some of the doctrines which men preach to see if they 
isery 
Is this good? Let us converse-with one that 
Friend, will it be good for you to be damn 
ed forever? Ono. Would you think it good, if your 
father and mother were damned forever? Ono. Would 
it be good if your brother and sister, your dear wife and 
children were to be “miserable forever ? Cer tainly not 
Then can that doctrine be good which con 


good which consigns them to 
this horrid situation? [t cannot. 


and woe. 
believes it. 


Now we are al] sir 
We al] have fathers and mothers—we 
all have relations; and we cannot think it good for 
Is the doctrine of partial 
felection good? Js it good that a few should be elected 
and the rest reprobated, and placed beyond the reach 
of mercy?” It is not; and those who profess to believe 
' earnestly and repeatedly praying that they may not be 
true. Who was ever satisfied with such doctrines ?— 
No good man; for good men Jove good things. 

There is but one good doctrine in the world, and that 


Every doc 
; as it differs from it, 
Our opposers acknowledge this. They say, 
** your doctrine is good, if it be true ; but it is too good 
to be trne.”” Now we say, a doctrine is true if it be 
good, and, of course it cannot be too good to be true. 
If a doctrine is good, it proves itself true, and of God, 
for he gives us good doctrine. There is no stronger 
evidence of the trath of a doctrine than that it is good. 
All christians acknowledge the doctrine of impartiality 
to be true, by praying for the salvation of all men. 
RICHARDS, 


ae JD Oo 


trine as it agrees with this, is good 
is bad. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





Strong Reasons for not believing in the doctrine of 

fulure punishment. 

Man is known, by the scriptures, only in two states; 
natural and spiritual, or earthy and heavenly. 1 Cor. 
xv 44—49, ** There is a natural boy, and there is a 
spiritual body. And so it is written. The first man 
Adam was made a living soul, the last Adam was made 
a quickening epirit. Howbeit that was not first which 
is spiritusl, but that which is natural ; and afterwards 
that which is spiritua). The first man is of the earth 
earthy, the second man is the Lord from heaven. As is 
the earthy such are they also that ore earthy, and as is 
the heavenly such are they also that are heavenly.-And 


us we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly.” 
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Now if man is known only in the two states above | seems difficult to see, how those are made liable to ev- 
named, in which of those states is he a sinner, and, of erlasting pain, whom God has determined shall have 
consequence, a subject of punishment? I think no/ everlasting pleasure. Can the determination of God 
one will contend it can be the heavenly state ; and, if fail, or not be fulfilled? If God has decreed the ever- 
not, it must be the earthy one. If, therefore, the| lasting pleasure of a particular number of sinful men, 
earthy state ceases when the dust returns ‘* to the earth -are they not as safe in the hands of the Almighty, while 
as it was,” the question is settled at once, that sin and | here on earth, ae if they were in heaven in actual pos- 
punishment are necessarily confined to this life. That) session of the good decreed forthem. Their being lia- 
the earthy state does cease, in every respect, on the ble to all the miseries of this life and death itself, does 
dissolution of the earthy body, the scriptures 7 
testify. ‘* Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son ever, in another state of existence: unless God’s de 
of man in whom there is no help. His breath goeth | cree may be changed, orcome tonought. Hence! am 
forth, he returned to his earth, in that very day his| not able to see the consistency of the two ideas, ex- 
thoughts perish,” Ps. clxvi3 4. tf the thoughts of the! pressed in the Assembly’s Catechism, that God from all 
natural man perish when he returneth to his earth, how | eternity elected some to everlasting life, yet they are 
can he be subject to sin and punishment any longer ?— | liable to the pains of hell forever. 

St. Paul admits that the Psalmist asserts as above. (See| That those, who speak against the Holy Ghost are in 
verses 17th and 18th, of the chapter above refered to in | danger of eterna] damnation, means that they certainly 
1 Cor.) ** And if Christ be not raised your faith is vain, | will be always miserable, I think is not correct, if the 
ye are yet in your sins, Then they also which are | common opinion be right, that all mankind are liable to 


ositively | not expose or make them liable to the pains of hell for- 


y 





fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” Why? Because | 
we should then have hope ouly in this life, there being | 
no existence bevond it except in Christ, the second 
Adam; and, if he was not raised, then this hope is lost, | 





and ‘ we are of all men most miserable.’ 
’ : | 
J. Bitttt, | 
—D + oO 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
To Mr. Jacob Tidd, 


Sir,—In reply to your notice, in the Palladium, I will) 
observe, that the reason why I was, as an Editor, op- | 
posed to the admission of your communication, was, 
because you stated that I had given proof that] am an | 
enemy to christians. As such a statement is entirely | 
derogatory to every christian principle—Ae an editor, I | 
thought it my duty to refuse it. This is the only rea- 
son it was refused ; and had you seen fit to have seen 
the Editors, I doubt not that you would have been 
willing to strike out the exceptionable sentence, when 
no objection would have been made to the admission of 
the communication. That I am disposed to use fair- 
ness, and that I will not lean too much to my own opin- 
ion, | will now say, that if you will obtain the signa- 
ture of a respectable preacher of your own order, to sig- 
nify that he thinks as you have stated, that I have giv- 
en proof that | am an enemy to christians, [ will be in 
favor of inserting your communication in the Magazine. 

Yours truly. H. BALLOU. 
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To the Editors of the Magazine, 

We read Mat. xii 32, ‘‘ Whosoever speaketh against 
the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven, neither in this | 
world, neither in the world to come.” And Mark iii | 
29, ** But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy | 
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eter- 
nal damnation.”» The Assembly's Catechism says, that 
‘+ all mankind by the fall lost communion with God, 
are under his wrath and curse, and so made liable to all 
the miseries of this life, to death itself, and the pains of 
heli forever.” Now, sir, | wish to know what is the 
difference between the two opinions, in danger of eler- 
nal damnation, and liable to the pains of hell forever. 
1 am not able to see any difference in the ideas, con- 
tained in these expressions. If all mankind by the fail 
of Adam are thus made liable to the pains of hell for- 
ever, what greater danger can a person be in, by blas- 
pheming against the Holy Ghost. One or both of these 
sentiments must, I think, be incorrect. The common 
opinion, of christian professors is, that those who are 
liable to the pains of hell forever, muy be finally saved. 
Yea, that God has determined to save a great number, 





who are thus liable to the pains of hell forever. But it 


the pains of hell forever, and yet many of them will be 
forever happy in another state of existence. For if 
one, who is liable to endless pain, may be saved, why 
iuny not another who is in danger of endless pain, be 
saved? Hence, I see not, why those who commit, what 
is commonly called the unpardonable sin, may not be 
finally saved, as well as any of mankind, who are liable 
to the pains of hell forever. 

The eternal damnation, those are in danger of, who 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, I think was execut- 
ed upon the unbelieving Jews, who saw the miracles 


| which Jesus wrought, but ascribed them to an evil spir- 


it. They have, as a people, been shut up in a state of 
condemnation, for 1800 years past. They said, his 
blood be upon us, and our children. The righteous 
blood of Christ has come upon that generation. 
has taken them at their word. They have not been 
forgiven in that world, or in the Mosaic dispensation, 
nor will they be in this world, or the christian dispen- 
sation. This I think must be the meaning of the ex- 
pression, this world, neither the world tocome. When 
Jesus spake these words, the christian dispensation had 
not come. 


$y 


ai 


And that world means dispensation, | think 
is evident from Heb. ix 26, ** Now once, in the end of 
the world, hath he appeared to put away sin by the sa- 
crifice of himsel/.”? End of what world? Why, by 
world, I think, we ure to understand, the end of the 
dispensation, But as Christ prayed 
that they might be forgiven, and foretold that they 
should say, blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord, | expect, in the thousand years reign of Christ on 
earth, or in some other period, when Jews and Gentiles, 
shall become one sheep-fold, they will be forgives. — 
For Paul says, that “the deliverer shal] come out of 
Zion, and turn away ungodliness from Jacob, so al) Is- 
rac] shall be saved. 
in unbelief, that he might have merey upon all.” 
SEEK TRUTH. 

The expression, *‘ hath never forgiveness,” 
may mean that while any continue to reject the gospel 
of Christ they are unforgiven. For he that believeth 
not is condemned already, and the wrath of God abid- 
eth op him. Those who do not believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, die in their sins. Or remain dead in tres- 
passes and sins, 


which then was. 


Nole. 
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A communication has been received from ‘* Restora- 
tionist,’? addressed to Hosea Ballou, 2d, and Thomas 
Whittemore, the subs/ance of which we have endeavor- 
ed to preserve entire in the following abstract. 

He says, that we mistook in all three of the particu- 
lars, which we mentioned in the 46th number of the 
Magazine: As to the 


Se 


For he hath concluded them al] | 








Ist Particular, he states that he did not mean that 
his opponents were more displeased with the word * Re- 
storationist? than with any other fictitious signature ; 
and that all he meant was, that he and his friends pre- 
sumed that their opponents would be indifferent wheth- 
er they wrote under a real or fictitious signature. As 
to the 

2d Particuler, that by “‘ their cause,” he did not 
minean the cause of future punishment, as we under- 
stood him, but the cause of the Proposals. As to the 

3d Particular, that by ** the subject,” he did not 
mean the subject of future punishment, as we under- 
stood him, but the subject of the Proposals. 

He also asks us, Ist. Why we did not, before we 
stopped the dispute, insert his reply to J. B¥****, 
which he says was in our office at that time, and which 
he considers of more importance than all the communi 
cations he has written on the subject of the Proposals. 
He asks, 

2d. Why we did not also insert his reply to ‘“* W.°° 
in which he says, he pointed out ** W.’s” perversion of 
the statement in the Proposals; and, 

Whether we resolve to be partial in our theat- 
ment of those who believe, and those who do not be 
lieve in future punishment, &c. &c. 

A postscript is subjoined, in which he threatens to '8- 
sert the communication in some other publication, if we 
do not admit it in the Magazine. 

We do not insert the communication, because it is ad- 
dressed to us in a style which approaches too near that 
of mockery, to be received from any correspondent 
who does not give us his real name. 

As this is the final notice which will be taken, in the 
Magazine, of the dispute about the Proposals in its pre- 


od. 


|sent form, we would here state that, if any person or 
God} persens think proper to accept of those Proposals, we 


shall be ready to make known such acceptance through 
the medium of this paper. 
HOSEA BALLOU, 24. 
THOMAS WHITTEMORE, 


—<3 + >— 


NOTICE. 

Notice is hereby given, that the Southern Associg- 
tion of Universalists will be holden in Wrentham (Bap- 
tist Meeting- House) on the 2d Wednesday in June. 

The following notice we think proper to repeat :-‘* It 
was thought advisable that the several Universalist So- 
cieties in the vicinity of the place where the Southern 


| Association shall meet, be earnestly requested to send 
| delegates to its next session.” 


—_——~<_— 


To Readers and Correspondents. 


Erratum. In Magazine, No. 38, over the signature 
of * Oxford,’ 27 lines from the top of the last column 
of the page, where it reads ‘* does not the Author,” &c. 
should read *‘ does the Author,” &c. 


If ‘Daniel’ will reduce his letter to the Rev. Elias 
Smith, simply to religious inquiries, omitting any per- 
sonal allusions, it will be published, 








MARRIED, 

In this Cily.—By the Rev. Mr. Sabine, Mr, Lorenzo 
T. Hall, late of the U.S. navy, to Miss Nancy G. 
Pitts. 

By the Rev. Mr. Ware, Mr. John W. Harris to Miss 
Mary C. Brown.—Mr. Edward D. Clark to Miss Ann 
Preston. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Elisha Ellis to Miss 
Sophronia Whitney. 

By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr. George Golding to Miss 
Mary Scotchler. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Benjamin Jepson to Mise 
Ann Hanson. 





DIED, 

In this Cily.—Mr. John Weatherbee, of Billerica, 
aged 46.—Mr. Joseph Chandler, 23.—Mr. Geo. Gard- 
ner, 23. 

In South Boston.—Mr. William Brown, 64, 

In Dedham.—Widow Lucy Whiting, 61. 
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‘* Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness.” 


Mortals, attend! let earth conspire, 
And join the high angelic choir, 

To sing aloud our Maker's praise, 
And chant the wonders of his grace 


Our God is love, to every soul 

That lives within his vast controul; 
Our God is love, ye mortals sing, 

And praise, your richest tribute, bring 


Our God is good, and ‘ good to all,”’ 
O then, his sacred name extol ; 

No sect, nor party hounds his grace ; 
*Tis seen and felt in every place. 


It shines in stars; it flows in streams, 

And through heaven's op’ning vistas gleams , 
Blows in the wind, and shoots from earth, 
Proclaiming thus its heavenly birth. 


Why then should selfish man contend, 
That God is not the sinner’s friend ? 
Why should the self-styled saint express 
His hatred to impartial grace ? 


Do not the sun’s refulgent rays 
Upon both saint, and sinner blaze? 
Do not the gentle showers fall 
Impartially upon us all? 


These «ll declare that God is love, 
Not to a few, but a// ; they prove 
That unconfined his blessings flow 
To every creature here below. Ww. 


at | | 


“* WHAT IS CHARITY?” 


Tis not to pause, when at my door, 
A shivering brother stands; 

To ask the cause, that made bim poor, 
Or why he help demands. 


*Tis not to spurn that brother's prayer, 
For faul!s he once bad done : 

*Tis not to leave him in despair, 
And éay that I have none. 


The voice of Caarrrty is kind— 
She thinketh nothing wrong; 
To every fault she seemetb blind, 

Nor vaunteth with her tongue. 


fn penitence she placeth faith— 
Hope smileth at her door; 

Believeth first—then softly saith, 
Go, brother, sin no more ! 
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OBJECTIONS TO UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN- 
ITY CONSIDERED, 
[Concluded from page 184. } 


6. Another objection to our views, is, that they lead 
to a@ rejection of rerelation, Unitariauism has been 
pleasantly called ‘* a half-way house to infidelity.°— 
Now to this objection we need not oppose general rea- 
sonings. We will state a plain fact. It is this. A 
large proportion of the most able and illustrions defen- 
ders of the truth of Christianity have been Unitarians ; 
and our religion bas received from them, to say the 
least, as important service in its conflicts with infidelity, 
as from any class of Christians whatever. From the 
long catalogue of advocates of Christianity among Uni- 
tarians, we can select now but a few; but these few 
are a host.—The name of J~hn Locke is familiar to 
every scholar. He is revered as the father of the true 
Philosophy of the human mind; nor is this bis highest 
praise. His writings on government and joleration 





| contributed more than those of any other individual, to! have gathered in the day of its danger, and from which, 


| 


the diffusion of free and generous sentiments through 
Europe and America; and pertiops Bishop Watson has} 


we trust, persecution and death cannot divorce us. 
It is indeed said, that instances have occurred of per- 


‘not greatly exaggerated, when he says, ** This great! sons, who having given up the Trinitarian doctrine, have 
| man has done more for the establishment of pure chiris-| not stopt there, but have resigned one part of christian- 
-tianity than any author fam acquainted with.”’ He) 
‘was a laborious and successful student of the scriptures. | 


\ 
; 


' Locke, be it remembered, was a Unitarian. 


\ 
} 
| 
} 
' 
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| marks on a doctrine, which the vast intelligence of 


j and in opposition to a prejudiced and intolerant age, re- 
fevived as the truth of God. 


| 





| 
| 
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His works on the * Bipistles of Paul.’ and onthe ** Rea- 


' sonahleness ot christianity,”” formed an era in sacred 


literature ; and he has the honor of having shed a new 
and bright tight on the darkest parts of the New testa- 
ment, and in general on the christian system. Now 
We pase 
to another intellectual prodigy, to Newton, 4 vag 
which every man of Jearning pronounces wil) ret 
ence; forit reminds bim of faculties so exalted a! 
those of ordinary men, that they seem designe | 
our conceptions of superior orders of being. }} 
man, who gained by intuition what others rean of im 
laborious research, after exploring the laws of tue un- 
verse, turned for light and hope to the bible; and al-! 
thengh Lis theological works cannot be compared with 
Locke's, yet in his illustrations of the prophecies and 
of scripture chronology, and in bis criticisms on two | 
doubtful passages,* which are among the chief supports | 
of the doctrine of the Trinity, he is considered} 
as having rendered valuable service to the chris-| 
tian cause. Newton too was a Unitarian. We are, 
not accustomed to boast of men, or to prop our faith by 
greatnames; for Christ and He on/y is our master; but 
itis with pleesure, that we find in our ranks the most 
gifted, sagacious and exalted minds ; and we cannot | 
but smile, when we sometimes hear from men and wo- | 
men of every limited culture, and with no advantages | 
for enlarged inquiry, reproachful and contemptuous re- 


r 


| 
} 
! 


Locke and Newton, after much study of the scriptures, 


ee 


It is proper to state, that 
doubts have lately been raised as to the religious opin- ' 
ions of Locke and Newton, and for a very obvious rea- | 
son. In these times of growing light, their names have 
een found too useful to the Unitarian cause. but the 
long and general belief of the Unitarianism of th.se il- 
lustrions men, can hardly be accounted for, but by ad- 
mitting the fact; and we know of no serious atteuipts | 
to set aside the proofs on which this belief is founded, 
We pass to another writer, who was one of the bright- 
est ornaments of the church of F-ngland and of the age | 
in which he lived, Dr. Samuel Clarke. In classical Iit- 
erature and in metaphysical speculation, Dr. Clarke 
has a reputation which needs no tribute at our hands. 
His Sermons are an invaluable repository of scriptural 
criticism ; and his work on the evidences of natural and 
revealed religion, has ever been considered as one ot 
the ablest vindications of our common faith. Thi- great 
man was a Unitarian. He believed firmly that Jesus 
was a distinct being trom his Father, and a derived and 
dependent being ; and he desired to bring the liturgy of 
his church into a correspondence with these doctrines. 
To those who are acquainted with the memorable in- | 
fidel coutroversy in the early part of the last century, 
excited by the writings of Bolingbroke, ‘Tindal, Morgan, 
Collins, and Chub, it will be unnecessary to speak of 
the zeal and power with which the christian cause was 
maintsmed by learned Unitarians. But we-must pass 
over these to recel a mun, whose memory is precious to 
entightened believers; we mean Lardner, hat mort pa- 
tient and snecesstu! advocate of christianity ; who has 
written, we believe, more largcly than any other autb- 
or, on the evidences of the gospel; from whose works 
later authors have drawn as from «# treasure house ; and 
Whose purity and mildness bave disarmed the severity 
and conciliated the respect of men, of very different 
views from his own. Lardner was a Unitarian. —~ Next 
to Lardner, the most laborious advocate of cliristianity 
against the attacks of infidels, in our own day, was 
Privstly; and whatever we may think of some of his 
opinions, we helieve that none of his opposer. ever 
questioned the importance of bis vindications of our 
common faith. ‘Vo these we might, perbups, add anoth- 
er distinguished name. Paley bas no where declared 
himself a Unitarian. But in his writings we find no 
traces of Trinitarianism ; and the uniform impression 
which his works have left in our minds, is, that he con- 
sidered Christ as a distinct being from his Father, and 
a derived and subordinate being. We certainly do not 
say too much, when we affirm tbat Uniturians have not 
been surpassed by any denowination in zealous substau- 
tial service to the christian cause. Yet we are told, 
that Unitarianism Jeads to infidelity. We are reproach- 
ed with defection from that religion, round which we 


* ¥Jobu v 7.—1 Tim. iii 16. 
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ity after another, until they have hecome thorough inti- 
dels. To this we answer, that such instances we have 
never known: but that such should occur is not im. 
probabie, and is what we even should expect; for it is 
natural, that when the mind has detected one error in 
, it should distrust every other article, and 
should exchange its blind and hereditary ascent for a 
sweening scepticism. We have examples of this truth 
if the present moment, both in France and Spain, 
multitudes have proceeded from rejecting Pope- 

to absolute Atheism. Now who of us will argue, 
tthe Cot ole faith is true, becouse multitudes who 
juished it, have also cast away every religious prin- 

~nle and restroinst: and if the argument be not sound 
nthe side of Popery, how can it be pressed into the 
ervice of Trinitariamim? The fact is, that false and 
when exposed, have a natural ten- 

em in those who received them 


its creed 


\“’ r 


ahsurd doctrines, 


dency to beret scepth 


} 
withoot reflection. None are so likely to believe foo 
little as those who hare begun with believing foo much 
and hence we haryge upon Trinitarianism whatever 


tendency may ist in those who forsake it, to sink 
gradua'iy rte intid Mity 

Unitarionicm does not lead to infidelity. On the con- 
trary, ifs exes ‘ence rs, that it fortifies faith Unita 


risnism is Christianity stripped of those corrupt addi- 
tions, which shock reason and oor moral feelings. It is 
a rational 
understen ing or conscience or charity or ple ty re volts, 
Can the same be said of that system, which teaches the 
doctrines of three equal persons in one God, of natural 
and total depravity, of infinite atonement, of special 
and electing grace, and of the everlasting misery of the 
We believe that unless 


em these corruptions, it will 


nd amiable system, against which no man’s 


non-elected part of mankind, 
Christianity be purited 


not he able fo bear the unepering 


' 


scrutiny to which the 


i prosre-- ciely ts exnosing it. We believe that it 
must be reformed, or intelligent men will abandon it. 
As the ! 's of christianity, ane the foes of infidelity, 


solicitous to diffnse. what seem to us 


nobler and puster views of this divine «ystem 


it wos our purpose to consider one more objection t 
our wiewe, viz, that they give no consolation in sickness 
nd death. But we have only time to « press amaze 


ment at soch a charge. What! A system, which in 


sisis with a peculiar energy on the pardoning marcy ot 


| God, on his universal and parental love, ond on the doc 


irine of a resurrection and womorality, ha system 


anabl ts gise comfort? [tunlocks mifinite springs of 
conselution and joy, and gives to hia: “who practically 
receive it, a living, overflowing, and unspeakable hope. 


ifs power to sustain the soul im cesth bas been often 
tried: and did we believe dying mer to ! 
hope in the last hours were God’s seal 
to the truth of doctrines, we shoul be ob fo eettle at 
thout Unitariemem. <A striking 
example of the power of this system im disarming death, 
civen by a young minister in a neighboring 
wn to many of our readers, and singularly 
lus friends by eminent christian virtue.— 
tle was smilten with sickness in the midst of a useful 
and happy life, and sunk slowly to the grave. His re- 
ligioa, and it was that which has now been defended, 
vave habitus! peace to his mind, and spread a sweet 
smile over his pale countenance. He retained his fa- 
culties to his last hour; and when death came, having 
left pious counsel to the younger mewhers of his family, 
and expressions of gratitude to his parents, he breathed 
out life, in the language of Jesus, ** Father, into thy 
hands I commit my spirit.” Such was the end of one whe 
held, with an unwavering faith, the great principles 
which we have here advanced; and yet our doctrine 
has no consolation, we are told, for sickness and death ! 

We have thus endeavored to meet the objections 
which are commonly urged against our views of religion; 
and we have done this, not to build up a party, but to 
promote views of christianity, which seem to us parti- 
cularly suited to strengthen men’s faith in it, and to 
make it fruitlul of good works and holy lives, Chris- 
tian virtue, christian boliness, love to God and man, 
there are all which we think worth contending for; and 
these we believe to be intin.ately connected With the 
system: now maintained. If in this we err, may God 


e Inspired, or 


that peace and 


once the centrover-\ 
was lately 
town,* ky 


’ , 
enceared t 


discover our error and dis-ppoint our efforts. — We ask 
no success, but what He may approve—no proselytes, 
but such as wil] be improved and rendered bappier by 
the aduption of our views. 


“* Rev. John E. Abbot, of Salem. 
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